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the majority is more and more becoming a blind machine; but
this observation only applies to the deliberate and considered
deoisions of the House of Commons, If there is time for
party pressure to be applied, time to bring into play the
importunity of electoral associations, a member of Parliament
who is inclined to be recalcitrant finds himself very powerless,
and is more and more disposed to yield. But there are many
decisions of the House of Commons which are taken upon the
spur of the moment, in which an issue arises during the
same night as that in which the division is announced. In
this case there is no time for pressure, and the votes of mem-
bers are very much affected by the course of the debate, and
consequently by the influence and the derterity of the member
of the Government who has charge of the question. By
the odd convention of Parliament, an adverse vote upon
such occasions is often fatal to the Government. They &re
held to have broken the unwritten law, or, at all events, to
have strained it, unless they resign upon such a vote; and
even if they do not do so, or if they procure a subsequent vote
of confidence, their power, and heir prospect of & continued
tenure of office, are materially compromised by such an
accidental defeat.

I do not know whether this state of things will last. I am
inclined to think that it is dying away, and that as time goes
on Cabinets will become less and less sensitive to chance votes
of the House of Commons, and will rely more and more upon
those more deliberate decisions which they can influence by
their electoral machinery* But so long as it does last, Parlia-
mentary derterity will bear a very high premium, and will be
much sought after in the selection of rising statesmen; and so
far the House of Commons will remain very powerful. In
other words, its whims and caprices will retain great authority,
long after its power of coming to an independent and deliberate
resolution has passed away.

This is the only criticism I have to offer upon your view of
the present position of the House of Commons; and I dare say
that criticism may not remain true very long.

Tours faithfully,

SALISBURY.